
HISTORICAL SOCIETY AN NUAL  RE PORT - June 2004

The Hastings His tor i cal So ci ety

has en joyed an other stel lar year.

Our many events, the Historian and

the on go ing work of our faith ful vol -

un teers have brought plea sure and

a sense of ac com plish ment to all in -

volved.  We have much to be proud

of.

Be gin ning in Sep tem ber we

continued our li ai son with the

Hastings schools as Da vid

McCullough took new teach ers on a 

his torical Hastings bus tour.  Later

that month, with grat i tude to Deb bie 

Gaynes and Past Pres i dent Nonnie

Balcer for their su perb ef forts to

mount the ex hibit, we hosted the

open ing of the “Signs of Life” poster

ex hibit.  Oc to ber saw the

reenactment of the Bat tle of Ed gar’s

Lane right out side the Ob ser va tory

Cot tage in Draper Park.  Sup ported

fi nan cially and spir i tu ally by the His -

tor i cal So ci ety, the oc ca sion was a

great suc cess. The fol low ing Sat ur -

day af ter noon the cot tage was open

to vis i tors from the Hastings High

School class of 1953 celebrating

their 50th reunion.

No vem ber brought a slide lec -

ture in the Orr Room by Gray Wil -

liams with slides from his new book

PIC TUR ING OUR PAST: Na tional

Reg is ter Sites in Westchester

County, which in cludes the Ob ser -

va tory Cot tage and the orig i nal

Draper house.  A book sign ing and

re fresh ments by our own Evelyn

Drewes com pleted the af ter noon.

This was fol lowed by a most suc -

cess ful Moonwatch on the night of

an eclipse, with sin cere thanks to

the Westchester Am a teur As tron o -

mers as co-spon sors. Then our an -

nual lunch for ac tive vol un teers

helped to make the hol i day sea son

a mem o ra ble one.

The sec ond half of our year

found Da vid McCullough at Andrus

giv ing a talk on lo cal his toric sites to

the ap pre cia tive res i dents there.  In

Feb ru ary, to gether with the River-

towns Arts Coun cil and the Friends

of the Li brary we were back at

Andrus spon sor ing the “Fol low the

Drink ing Gourd” con cert re flect ing

the his tory of the blues by Ka ren

Patterson and her en sem ble and

also featuring the Hastings High

School jazz quar tet.  We have

Nonnie Balcer to thank again for

that out stand ing atfernoon.

March fea tured the Mary

Allison Me mo rial Lecture by our

staunch sup porter Roger Panetta at

the Hud son River Mu seum.  In April

we sent in vi ta tions to our an nual

Fam ily Trea sure Hunt in the back -

packs of sec ond, third and fourth

grad ers.  Mary El len Fischer or ga -

nized the event and was de lighted

by the re sponse, for it is a splen did

way to reach new res i dents.

Fi nally, as we write this we are

an tic i pat ing an other Moonwatch as

well as our An nual Meet ing where

Julia Rust will por tray the be loved

high school teacher Jennie Pingrey

and read her script ac com pa ny ing

the slide show she de vel oped on

the his tory of Hastings.

Dur ing the time when the

above out reach ac tiv i ties were tak -

ing place the most ex cit ing ac tiv ity

at the His tor i cal So ci ety was com -

put er iz ing the re cords of the so ci -

ety’s col lec tion of doc u ments and

ar ti facts. Young, en er getic  Fatima

Mahdi, thanks to the Mary L Allison

Ar chives Fund, has al most com -

pleted putt ing in for ma tion into

the da ta base for the ap prox i mately

1000 items in the col lec tion re lated

to the Draper fam ily.  The next

phase will fo cus on our pho to graph

col lec tion.  Thanks to Bruce

Crandall’s scan ning abil i ties, we

have al ready be gun this un der tak -

ing with the Langmuir col lec tion.  In 

time re search ers will be able to en -

ter a sub ject and with the push of a

but ton col lect to gether in for ma tion

on all the re lated items, no mat ter

where they are in the col lec tion,

and us ing in for ma tion on the stor -

age lo ca tion, quickly find the in for -

ma tion they are searching for.

The re cip i ent of the 2003 Dan

Rile Prize was Jo seph Stern.  This

year re quire ments for the prize

have been ex panded. Da vid

McCullough, Muriel Olsson, Beth

Smith and Barbara Thomp son met

with eighth-grade so cial stud ies

teacher Brent Har ring ton to de sign
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A fa ther helps his son find their home on an ae rial map of Hastings 
dur ing our an nual Fam ily Trea sure Hunt.



a pro gram wherein stu dents would

gain ex pe ri ence in his tor i cal re ports 

and oral his tory.  Sev eral stu dents

have signed on to do oral his to ries

of  prom i nent lo cal se niors and one

is re search ing three pe ri ods of wa -

ter front his tory. Aside from the

prize, Mr Har ring ton has prom ised

ex emp tion from the class fi nal ex -

am i na tion for those who com plete

the pro jects. 

With thanks to our Past Pres i -

dent Barbara McManus, who keeps

her eye open for Draper items on

eBay, we have ac quired a Draper

ther mom e ter.  The trust ees au tho -

rized a bid, and when the sell ers

found out that the in stru ment was to 

be sent to the a historical society lo -

cated in a for mer Draper house they

made a con tri bu tion equal to the

amount we had paid them.  Many

thanks to all concerned.

Mean while the weekly work of

the So ci ety goes on. Past pres i dents

of the so ci ety form a strong back -

bone and source of sup port for all

our en deav ors and de serve our

eter nal grat i tude. Da vid W

McCullough and Barbara McManus

with the help of Trustee Jennifer

Stern work hard to pro duce the

Hastings His to rian, and Jenni also

keeps in touch with Lisa  Perry so

our website is up to date.  Sue Smith

over sees the cot tage, re unions of

Hastings High School classes and

our up com ing pro ject “Mu seum in

the Streets.”

Jean Glus uses her ex per tise as

our trea surer, and Ed Krack keeps

us on track re gard ing mem ber ship.

Lou ise Brown plumbs the En ter -

prise and other pub li ca tions for clip -

pings rel e vant to our col lec tions,

and Evelyn Drewes en lists vol un -

teers for the mail ings and with the

able help of Joan Kassebaum ac -

knowl edges new mem ber ships and 

fills or ders for mer chan dise.  Gaby

Speyer is in charge of ac qui si tions.

Ar chi vist Muriel Olsson, our

Draper Fam ily au thor ity and guru of

our en tire col lec tion, re sponds to

e-mails  (a re cent one iden ti fied a

Pa ri sian mas ters de gree can di date

writ ing his the sis on Lewis Hine),

and di rects all of us.  Mary El len

Fischer, Barbara Thomp son and

Eileen Forbes-Watkins do what ever 

she sug gests.  Beth Smith is our au -

thor ity on pho to graphs, of which we 

have over 9,000.

Last but not least Jan Gustafson 

has or ga nized and listed all the ar ti -

facts and art works in the build ing as 

well as given oc ca sional com puter

help on mem ber ships. Nancy

Caruso co mes monthly to take

Board meet ing min utes and Janet

Murphy  serves as our liaison to the

li brary and to Ra phael Zaratzian

on mat ters con cern ing com put ers.

A hearty thanks to all of them for

their ded i ca tion and spirit.

Thanks are also due to the fam -

ily of Alma Weisser for choos ing us

as the re cip i ent of me mo rial do na -

tions, and to the gen er ous do na -

tions of items from so many of you.

In ad di tion we are thrilled to an -

nounce a sig nif i cant be quest from

the es tate of Jean Curry McNiece

whose fam ily has long been as so ci -

ated with Hastings and our so ci ety.

Re spect fully sub mit ted,

                  Barbara Thomp son 

                  Mary El len Fischer

                     Co-Pres i dents 
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HAST INGS HIS TOR I CAL SO CI ETY

State ment of In come and Ex penses and Fund Bal ance

De cem ber 31, 2002 to De cem ber 31, 2003

REV E NUES

Dues · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $25,277.00

Do na tions · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 3,007.00

In ter est earned · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 3,145.00

Mer chan dise sold · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 3,595.00

Mary Allison Trust · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 20,584.81

TO TAL REV E NUES · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $55,608.81

EX PENSES

Cot tage · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $10,480.00

Busi ness ex pense, in clud ing in sur ance · · · · · · · · · · 11,226.85

His to rian news let ter · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 16,246.47

Ar chi val ex pense · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 4,789.00

Mary Allison Com put er iza tion Pro ject · · · · · · · · · · 26,843.93

Mis cel la neous, in clud ing Funds trans fer · · · · · · · · 20,449.60

TO TAL EX PENSES · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $90,035.85

To tal Funds Bal ance at 12/31/02 · · · · · · · · · · · · $207,925.49

To tal Funds Bal ance at 12/31/03 · · · · · · · · · · · · $173,498.45

En dow ment Accounts · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $122,716.41

Gen eral Funds · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $8,133.82

Land scape & Grounds · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $9,842.57

Mary Allison Trust · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $32,805.65

To tal 12/31/03 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $173,498.45

             Re spect fully submitted by Jean M. Glus, Trea surer


